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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The reference listed in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on January 20, 
2006 has been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449 form). 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract is not on a 
separate sheet. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.52(b)(4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and 
must be presented on a separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-7, 9-14, 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Stettner (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0104090). 

Regarding claim 1, Stettner discloses a television network content delivery 
system (see fig 1) configured to provide advertising information (see paragraph 0009) 
via a digital broadcast channel of a television network (fig 1 (cable network, 134) and 
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paragraph 0023, lines 10-12), said television network content delivery system 
comprising: 

a data gateway (local studio, 106) configured to store the advertising information, 
the advertising information being adapted by a cable content generator for transmission 
(distributed) over the digital broadcast channel of the television network (cable network, 
134) based on content information received from an advertiser (merchant, 122) over an 
internet (internet, 124) (see paragraph 0032 and fig 1); 

an advertising information retriever (STB, 152) configured to process a user 
search received via the digital broadcast channel of the television network (see 
paragraph 0050), and to retrieve the advertising information from said data gateway 
based on the user search (see paragraph 0058, 0063); and 

an advertising information provider (provider, 108) configured to transmit, based 
on the user search, advertising information retrieved by said advertising information 
retriever via the digital broadcast channel of the television network (see paragraphs 
0032-0033 and 0037-0039, the (STB, 152) automatically sends the user's command to 
the Merchant 122 of the interactive advertisement for additional information relating to 
the advertisement, which is serviced by advertising information provider, 108). 

Regarding claim 2, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
1). The television network content delivery system, wherein the user search is 
transmitted by a user via a set-top box to the digital broadcast channel of the television 
network (see paragraph 0051). 
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Regarding claim 3, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
1). The television network content delivery system, wherein the advertising information 
includes at least one of an advertiser listing, a text message, a survey questionnaire, a 
picture, an audio clip, and a video clip (images, 316) (see paragraph 0040, lines 1-5, the 
source may provide images which is considered as a video clip). 

Regarding claim 4, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
1). The television network content delivery system, wherein the television network 
content delivery system is implemented as at least two data processors comprising a 
cable headend server (H/E, 306) and a master server (source, 304) (see fig 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
1). The television network content delivery system, wherein the user search is an 
advertiser search command (see paragraph 0050-0051, by pressing the information 
button, more details on a product is displayed or retrieved). 

Regarding claim 6, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
5). The television network content delivery system, wherein the advertiser search 
command includes at least one of an advertising information geographic selection 
(customer's geographical location) and an advertising information temporal selection, 
selecting, respectively, advertising information designated by the advertiser for a 
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designated geographical area and advertising information designated by the advertiser 
for a designated time period (the time in which the interactive advertisement, 402 was 
displayed) (see paragraph 0057). 

Regarding claim 7, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
5). The television network content delivery system, wherein the advertiser search 
command is for a category of advertising, the category of advertising being one of a 
field of business endeavor of the advertiser, type of organization of the advertiser, and 
type of product advertised by the advertiser (product supplemental information, e.g. 
airline tickets) (see paragraph 0050, 0055). 



Regarding claim 9, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
1), The television network content delivery system, wherein the advertising information 
retriever is further configured to process another user search including one of a 
response to a survey questionnaire transmitted to the user as the advertising 
information and an order for a selected product (see paragraph 0051 , sending a 
command to the STB to request a fulfillment of the response reads on an order for a 
selected product). 
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Regarding claim 10, Stettner discloses an advertising content interface 
configured to provide advertising information (ad servers, 314, image sources, 316, 
streaming video sources, 318) adapted for transmission over a digital broadcast 
channel of a television network by a television network headend (H/E, 306), said 
advertising content interface comprising (see fig 3): 

an interface unit (source, 304) configured to receive content information from an 
advertiser via an internet (internet, 302) (see paragraph 0039-0040); 

a cable content generator configured to process the content information received 
by said advertiser interface and to generate advertising information adapted for 
transmission over the cable network (see paragraphs 0042-0044); and 

a data gateway configured to store the advertising information generated by said 
cable content generator and to respond to an information demand from the cable 
network by providing the advertising information to the cable network headend for 
transmission over the cable network (see paragraphs 0042-0043 and fig 3). 

Regarding claim 11, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
10). The advertising content interface, wherein the data gateway provides the 
advertising information to the cable network headend (distribution center, 306) for 
transmission over the cable network responsive to the information demand, the 
information demand being a transmission of a user command (customer's response to 
an advertisement to the web site) over the cable network by a user (see paragraphs 
0042-0044). 
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Regarding claim 12, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
10). The advertising content interface, wherein the content information includes at least 
geographic parameter (customer's geographical location) and temporal parameter, such 
that the cable network transmits the advertising information corresponding to the 
content information only within, respectively a geographical area and time period (the 
time in which the interactive advertisement, 402 was displayed) (see paragraph 0057). 

Regarding claim 13, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
10). The advertising content interface, wherein the advertising information includes at 
least one of an advertiser listing, a text message, a survey questionnaire, a picture, an 
audio clip, and a video clip (images, 316) (see paragraph 0040, lines 1-5, the source 
may provide images which is considered as a video clip). 

Regarding claim 14, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
10). The advertising content interface, further comprising a business mediator 
(merchant, 122), configured to validate an order from the advertiser, the order 
requesting transmission of the content information to be transmitted (see fig 1 (122)). 
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Regarding claim 16, Stettner discloses a method of receiving content information 
and to provide advertising information over a cable network, said method comprising: 

receiving content information from an advertiser via an internet (see paragraph 
0032, lines 12-15); 

processing the content information received and generating advertising 
information adapted for transmission over the cable network (see paragraphs 0042- 
0044); 

storing the generated advertising information (see paragraph 0043, lines 4-7); 

receiving via the digital broadcast channel of the television network an 
advertising search and retrieving the stored advertising information according to the 
advertising search (see paragraph 0058, 0063); and 

providing the retrieved advertising information via the digital broadcast channel of 
the television network (see paragraphs 0032-0033 and 0037-0039). 

Regarding claim 17, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
16). The method, wherein the advertising search includes at least one of an advertiser 
listing, a text message, a survey questionnaire, a picture, an audio clip, and a video clip 
(images, 316) (see paragraph 0040, lines 1-5, the source may provide images which is 
considered as a video clip). 

Regarding claim 18, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
16). The method wherein the advertising search includes at least one of an advertising 
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information geographic selection (customer's geographical location) and an advertising 
information temporal selection, selecting, respectively, advertising information 
designated by the advertiser for a designated geographical area and advertising 
information designated by the advertiser for a designated time period (the time in which 
the interactive advertisement, 402 was displayed) (see paragraph 0057). 

Regarding claim 19, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied (see claim 
16). The method, further comprising processing a user search including at least one of 
a response to a survey questionnaire transmitted as the advertising information and an 
order for a selected item based on the advertising information (see paragraph 0051, 
sending a command to the STB to request a fulfillment of the response reads on an 
order for a selected item based on the advertising information). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 8 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stettner (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0104090) as applied to claims 1 and 10 above, 
and further in view of Merriman et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,948,061). 
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Regarding claims 8 and 15, Stettner discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claims 1 and 10). Stettner discloses digital broadcast channel of the 
television (see fig 1 (cable network, 134)). 

However, Stettner fails to specifically disclose generating a report about the 
delivery of advertising information indicating the number of times the advertising 
information was viewed. 

Merriman et al. discloses generating a report about the delivery of advertising 
information indicating the number of times the advertising information was viewed (see 
col. 6, lines 12-26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Stettner's invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Merriman et al. for the advantage of efficiently tracking 
which advertisements are reaching target groups and generating product interest. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 
7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Lowthert et al. (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0095675) discloses a system and 
method of distributing content via internet. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nnenna N. Ekpo whose telephone number is 571-270- 
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1663. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM-5:00 PM 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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